AP United States History
 School Course Description and Expectations

Prerequisites:
Must have passed Civics and Economics (10th) and World History (9th).  Recommended: passed Civics with an A.
Who Should Take This Course: 
The AP US History course is designed to provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in US history. Students will develop the skills necessary to interpret historical documents and evaluate various historical perspectives in order to present reasoning and evidence clearly. AP US History is a college level course, thus requiring the reading ability and maturity to complete work independently and in a timely manner.  Thus, students who find history compelling and who enjoy reading, writing, and discussing historical facts may take interest in this course

Who Should NOT Take This Course: 
If you are not interested in History (you find it boring, etc.), this course is not recommended to you.  There is a heavy work load for the course, including a substantial amount of reading.  If you are not a strong reader, or historical text is tough for you to grasp, this course is not recommended to you.  Also, you should not take this course simply to “replace” the core classes, American I and American II.  
NOTE: This course replaces the core requirement for American I & American II. To earn credit for completing the US History requirement for the NC Standard Course of Study, student must pass the course. Students who do not pass AP US History will have to take the American I & American II course as seniors.

Skills Needed for Success in This Course:  
Writing: Sixty percent of the student’s score on the AP examination will be based on his or her ability to construct argumentative essays that are well supported by historical knowledge. Even students who have been previously been successful in past English courses, will find that they need to practice and refine the historiographic style of writing required by the College Board. 

Reading: To be prepared for daily instruction, students will need to be able to keep up with the assigned out of class reading, which can sometimes be substantial in nature.  


General Skills: Preparedness, punctuality, self-efficacy, and a strong desire to learn. 
Workload: 
Class will meet every other day (A/B day schedule) for 80 minutes. For students to get the most out of class time they must prepare nightly, making themselves familiar with the assigned reading and vocabulary, as well as completing any written homework assigned. Students should plan to spend between 60 -120 minutes on reading and assignments in preparation for the following class. Class time will be structured around a variety of small-group and individual skill based lessons, short lectures, quizzes and multiple choice & essay tests.

Pacing of This Course:
Tentative Course Calendar
***NOTE: this calendar is subject to change***

These units are based on the College Board’s recommendations, but vary slightly by date range and subject-matter.  The expected information will be covered regardless.  

Unit I:
Pre-Columbian & Early America (1491 -1607)…………………………………..Days 1-3

Unit II: Colonial America (1607-1754)…………………………………………………...Days 4-11

· Test for Unit 1 & 2…………………………………………………………Day 12

Unit III: From Empire to Independence (1754-1800)…………………………………...Days 13-21

· Test for Unit 3……………………………………………………………...Day 22

Unit IV: America’s Destiny and the Rise of the Common Man (1800 – 1850)………...Days 23- 30

· Test for Unit 4……………………………………………………………...Day 31

Unit V: The Civil War Era (1844 -1877)…………………………………………………Days 32-40

· Test for Unit 5……………………………………………………………...Day 41

· Midterm Examination……………………………………………………..Day 42

Unit VI: Forging an Industrial Society (1869 – 1914)…………………………………...Day 43-48

· Multiple Choice Test w/ Free Response…………………………………..Day 49

Unit VII: America on the Global Stage: Imperialism, The Great War, “Normalcy” and the Foundation of the American Century (1890-1929)………………………………………Days 50-55

Unit VIII: The Great Depression, the New Deal & War (1929 – 1949)…………………Days 56-61

· Test for Unit 7 & 8……………………………………………………………...Day ​​​ 62 

Unit IX: Making Modern America (1945 – 1974)………………………………………..Days 63-69

· Test for Unit 9…………………………………………………………………..Day 70

Units X: US Domestic Agenda & Foreign Policy (1970-present)……………………….Days 71-75

· Test for Unit 10…………………………………………………………………Day 76

Practice Exam (after school hours)……………………………………………………….TBD

Course Review……………………………………………………………………………...Days ​​​​76 - 77

***AP US History Exam***………………………………………………………………TBD
AP Course Examples:  

“The Condition and ulterior destiny of the Indian Tribes within the limits of some of our States, have become objects of much interest and importance.  It has long been the policy of Government to introduce among them the arts of civilization, in the hope of gradually reclaiming them from a wandering life.  This policy has, however, been coupled with another, wholly incompatible with its success.  Professing a desire to civilize and settle them, we have, at the same time, lost no opportunity to purchase their lands, and thrust them further into the wilderness.”
Andrew Jackson, Excerpt from his First Annual Message to Congress

1. What became apparent to Americans as a result of Jackson’s First Annual Message to Congress?

A. Native tribes in the Southwest were viewed as an impediment to American expansion 

B. Jackson was seeking to compromise with Native peoples through a fair-pay treaty 

C. Domestic policy in the United States was shifting its focus on pro-Native relations

D. The president was seeking favor toward policies of removing Natives from their lands

2
The statements in Andrew Jackson’s address to congress could be held in opposition to which reformer’s beliefs? 

A. Bartolome de Las Casas

B. Frederick Douglas

C. George Whitefield

D. Susan B. Anthony
Sample Reading Excerpt:

“Very often people who admit the facts, are willing to see that Mr. Rockfeller has employed force and fraud to secure his ends, justify him by declaring, “It’s business.” That is, “it’s business” has come to be a legitimate excuse for hard dealing, sly tricks, special privileges.  It is a common enough thing to hear men arguing that the ordinary laws of morality do not apply in business.  Now, if the Standard Oil Company were the only concern in the country guilty of the practices which have given it monopolistic power, this story would never have been written.  Were it alone in these methods, public scorn would long ago have made short work of the Standard Oil Company. But it is simply the most conspicuous type of what can be done by these practices.  The methods it employs with such acumen, persistency, and secrecy are employed by all sorts of businessmen, from corner grocers up to bankers.  If exposed, they are excused on the ground that this is business.  If the point is pushed, frequently the defender of the practice falls back on the Christian doctrine of charity, and points that we are erring mortals and must allow for each other’s weaknesses!—an excuse which, if carried to its legitimate conclusion, would leave our businessmen weeping on one another’s shoulder's over human frailty, while they picked one another's pockets.”
