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AP United States History 
Course Syllabus
***This is an abridgement of my College Board approved syllabus which includes a full synopsis of each unit with vocabulary. Please go to my website to find this document and other course documents including the APUSH Reading Syllabus and Glossary of Terms.***

The AP U.S. History course is designed to provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in U.S. history. Students will develop the skills necessary to interpret historical documents and evaluate various historical perspectives in order to present reasons and evidence clearly. Class will meet every other day (A/B day schedule) for 80 minutes. For students to get the most out of class time they must prepare nightly, making themselves familiar with the assigned reading and vocabulary, as well as completing any written homework assigned. Class time will be structured around a variety of small-group and individual skill based lessons, short lectures, quizzes and multiple choice & essay tests.
The course and exam provide qualified students in secondary school the equivalent to an introductory college course in U.S. history. The AP U.S. History Exam presumes at least one year of college-level preparation. In order to be successful in a collegiate level course, students must be exposed to and develop the analytical and writing skills needed to pass the AP exam in May of 2015.
Grading

According to standards set by Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, all Advanced Placement courses are weighted in the following manner; 70% Tests, 15% Quizzes, 15% Student Work 

Texts: 
Henretta, James A., Edwards, Rebecca, and Self, Robert. America’s History. 8th ed. Bedford/St. Martin’s Press, Boston, MA, 2014. (CMS PROVIDED)
Resnick, Eugene. AP United States History. 2nd ed. Barron’s Educational Series. (STUDENT BUY: See website for link)

***all other texts and readings will be provided by the teacher or printed by the student, unless otherwise noted***
Throughout the course, students will examine the content presented through the thematic lenses.  These lenses are as follows:

1. Identity (ID)

2. Work, Exchange, and Technology (WXT)

3. Peopling (PEO)

4. Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture (CUL)

5. America in the World (WOR)

6. Environment and Geography: Both Physical and Human (ENV)

7. Politics and Power (POL)
In order to foster the practice of history, students will engage in the following historical thinking skills as defined by the College Board: 
	Skill Type
	Historical Thinking Skill

	I. Chronological Reasoning
	1. Historical Causation

	II. 
	2. Patterns of Continuity and Change over time

	III. 
	3. Periodization

	IV. Comparison and Contextualization
	4. Comparison

	V. 
	5. Contextualization

	VI. Crafting Historical Arguments from Historical Evidence
	6. Historical Argumentation

	VII. 
	7. Appropriate Use of Relevant Historical Evidence

	VIII. Historical Interpretation and Synthesis 
	8. Interpretation

	IX. 
	9. Synthesis


The College Board breaks this course into 9 chronological time periods.  These time periods are broken down as follows:
	Period
	Date Range
	Approximate Percentage of…

	
	
	Instructional Time
	AP Exam

	1
	1491-1607
	5%
	5%

	2
	1607-1754
	10%
	45%

	3
	1754-1800
	12%
	

	4
	1800-1848
	10%
	

	5
	1844-1877
	13%
	

	6
	1865-1898
	13%
	45%

	7
	1890-1945
	17%
	

	8
	1945-1980
	15%
	

	9
	1980-Present
	5%
	5%


Tentative Course Calendar
***NOTE: this calendar is subject to change***
These units are based on the College Board’s recommendations, but vary slightly by date range and subject-matter.  The expected information will be covered regardless.  

Unit I:
Pre-Columbian & Early America (1491 -1607)…………………………………..Days 1-3

Unit II: Colonial America (1607-1754)…………………………………………………...Days 4-11

· Test for Unit 1 & 2…………………………………………………………Day 12
Unit III: From Empire to Independence (1754-1800)…………………………………...Days 13-21
· Test for Unit 3……………………………………………………………...Day 22
Unit IV: America’s Destiny and the Rise of the Common Man (1800 – 1850)………...Days 23- 30
· Test for Unit 4……………………………………………………………...Day 31
Unit V: The Civil War Era (1844 -1877)…………………………………………………Days 32-40
· Test for Unit 5……………………………………………………………...Day 41
· Midterm Examination……………………………………………………..Day 42
Unit VI: Forging an Industrial Society (1869 – 1914)…………………………………...Day 43-48
· Multiple Choice Test w/ Free Response…………………………………..Day 49
Unit VII: America on the Global Stage: Imperialism, The Great War, “Normalcy” and the Foundation of the American Century (1890-1929)………………………………………Days 50-55
Unit VIII: The Great Depression, the New Deal & War (1929 – 1949)…………………Days 56-61
· Test for Unit 7 & 8……………………………………………………………...Day ​​​ 62 

Unit IX: Making Modern America (1945 – 1974)………………………………………..Days 63-69
· Test for Unit 9…………………………………………………………………..Day 70
Units X: US Domestic Agenda & Foreign Policy (1970-present)……………………….Days 71-75
· Test for Unit 10…………………………………………………………………Day 76
Practice Exam (after school hours)……………………………………………………….TBD

Course Review……………………………………………………………………………...Days ​​​​76 - 77
***AP US History Exam***………………………………………………………………May 8, 2015
Course Disclaimer

Students will be prepared for class.  This means every student must have their notebook, writing utensil, assigned textbook, and all assigned homework/previous classwork completed.  If a student is unprepared for class, they will be unable to participate in class.  Being unprepared will make their overall grade suffer.  

Assignments will be given a specific time window to be submitted.  Late assignments will be accepted at 20% penalty for the first class day late, 50% penalty for two class days late, and will not be accepted after that.  

When students are absent, they are responsible for any and all notes, quizzes, and assignments given when they are absent.  If a student is absent, they will temporarily be given a 0% on all class-related work until they make it up.  If projects or homework assignments are due on the day a student is absent, that student is still responsible for turning their work in on time.  If a student is absent on the day of a test, that student will be given a different (and more difficult) test than their peers.
All rules outlined in the Ardrey Kell Student Handbook will be followed while the student is in class.  Any infraction of the handbook will be dealt with in the appropriate manner as stated in the handbook.

Most importantly, C204 will be a safe classroom for all students and staff members.  Students will treat their classmates and Mr. Arnesen with respect and courtesy.  In turn, you will receive the same treatment from Mr. Arnesen.  
Class Room Dynamics
1. Be prepared. You have been provided with a reading syllabus and links to outside resources for notes, so use these to your advantage. You will not be able to contribute fully and do your best work without taking the time to familiarize yourself with each class day’s content.

2.You can have water in class, but no food or other beverages without permission from the administration (CMS policy).

3. Electronic devices are welcome (tablets and laptops, but no cell phones) but will not be allowed for quizzes or tests. Please make sure you charge devices prior to class.

4.You will need to conduct yourself in a mature fashion and participate fully in class. Much of the class day will be spent fleshing out prior reading through activities and Socratic lecture. Your best effort will help refine your skills and enrich the learning environment for you and your peers.

5.Ask for help. We are a team - teacher and students. Form study groups (in person or online). Come to tutoring when needed. There are many ways to improve one’s performance and relieve the burdens of a college level course in a high school environment.

6. Do not complain or throw tantrums. These are not constructive practices and can create a negative environment. I have considered the CMS school calendar, religious holidays, and the needs of students taking multiple AP courses and made our reading and test schedule accordingly. However, there are crises that emerge from time to time, so before lashing out at teachers, fellow students or parents let’s talk things through to see if alternatives are possible. (
7. Be here or be prepared to go it alone. I try to have enough of a web presence that the absent student can keep up. However, with the pace of the course and the types of group activities that we do, I cannot re-teach a missed class period. What I can do is give you the schedule of topics and readings (on the wiki), have you consult your peers who were present (there are 54 of them and just 1 of me), give you the activity prompts, and then schedule a short debriefing with me, if needed.

8. Assignments are due in class for the date assigned. The late policy of the Social Studies department for AP course is a 20% deduction for work turned in one class period after the due date. Work beyond that point will receive no more than 50% credit and will be an alternative assignment.

9. Do not lie or cheat. Rise above moments of weakness. I have seen too many friendships ruined, scholarships lost and suspensions served because smart people have made poor choices in the quest to get the outcome they want, but perhaps do not deserve. Be kind and be fair.

Course Materials

See website for the list of course materials.

Contract

See website for contract.  Please print three copies.  The parent and student should sign and return one copy to Mr. Arnesen.  The second copy should be printed and inserted into the student’s notebook.  The third copy should be printed and left at home

AP Student-Teacher-Parent Contract

Student Name:_________________________

I will do my best to ensure that I am on time to class, attentive in class and work hard after class.

I will be productive each class and respect my teacher when my teacher asks me to do something the FIRST time.

I will be polite to other students in my class and respect their views and/or opinions.

I am completely responsible and deserve the proper punishment of a zero and after school suspension if I am caught cheating.
If I am sick or have prior engagements that will result in my absence, I know that I am responsible for making those assignments up on time.  (NOTE: if you are genuinely sick, don’t come to school! It’s okay to be sick)
I understand that the teacher reserves the right to check my notebook at any given time.
I understand that the teacher reserves the right to alter this course and syllabus at any given time during the semester to ensure that state, county and class objectives are completed.

I understand that the AP US History course is designed to be challenging and that I will have to learn to read, write, and think like a historian in order to pass.

I am aware that the teacher will give me all of the necessary information to pass this class and that the burden is on ME to actually pass it.
I will be the best student that I can be.

Student Signature: 

_____________________________

I will give the students all of the necessary information that they need to pass this class.

I will respect the students, their views and opinions, as well as their well-being.

I will work hard to get assignments, quizzes, tests graded as quickly as possible.

I will openly communicate with my students to ensure that they are aware of all issues and problems that they may be facing as a student in this class whether they be behavioral, emotional, or class-related.  

I will be the best teacher that I can be. 

Teacher Signature: 
_____________________________
I will work hard to give my child all of the necessary resources to pass this class.

I will help my child if he/she needs it.

I understand that this can be a difficult course and that at times my child may struggle.

I understand that teaching is a profession and I will always contact the teacher in a professional manner when the need arises.

I will be the best parent I can be.

Parent Signature: 
_____________________________
