Civics and Economics Syllabus: Fall 2014
Mr. Arnesen C204
Email: sigurdj.arnesen@cms.k12.nc.us

Website: http://mrarnesen.weebly.com
1. Course Description

Have you ever watched the news either by yourself or with your parents and thought: “THIS IS SO BORING”, “what are they talking about?”, “why do old people watch this stuff?”
Civics and Economics is a course designed to answer all of these questions and more.  Here are some other questions that may have been on your mind at one point or another:

· What is the government and what does it do?

· Why are politics important?  Wouldn’t everything be easier without them?

· What are my rights as a citizen of the United States?

· What is law?
· What is this word “economy” that people mention on the news all of the time?

· How does the government affect the economy?

· How can I manage MY money?

Civics and Economics is the most important and practical course that you will take at Ardrey Kell.  We will learn how to become active citizens, informed decision makers, and smart consumers.  Furthermore, this course will serve as a precursor for United States History – a course that you will take next year!  
2. Outline

The outline of the course is broken up into goal numbers for the purposes of organization: 
	Goal 1

	Foundations of American Government

	Goal 2

	Functions and Structure of American Government


	Goal 3
	American Identity and What it Means to be a Citizen

	Goal 4 

	Criminal Justice and the American Legal System

	Goal 5 

	Personal Financial Literacy


	 Goal 6 
	Principles of Economics

	Goal 7
	Government and the Economy


	Goal 8

	North Carolina State and Local Government


3. Tools: 
Please visit my website for the supply list for this course.

4. Grading policy:  

Due to Power School, the grading apparatus for CMS, Ardrey Kell has decided to create two categories by which grades are broken down.  The two categories are as follows: Formal Assessments and Informal Assessments.

1. Formal Assessments (70% of overall grade): Tests, quizzes and major cumulative projects.
2. Informal Assessments (30% of overall grade): Homework, classwork and minor project

Tests will be given upon completion of goals and so will be given about every week to two weeks.  Quizzes will be used as benchmarks for sub-objectives and will be given about once a week.  Tests will be announced at least a week in advance and quizzes at least two days in advance.  Major and minor projects will be assigned throughout the semester.  These projects will be announced in class and will often involve both in and out of class participation for the completion of said projects. Assignments, both in class and for homework, will be counted as the assignment portion of the grade.  Warm-ups DO count as assignments.
5.  Rules

Students will be prepared for class.  This means every student must have their notebook, writing utensil, assigned textbook, and all assigned homework/previous classwork completed.  If a student is unprepared for class, they will be unable to participate in class.  Being unprepared will make their overall grade suffer.  

For every day that assignments are late, there will be a deduction of 10% to that assignment’s grade with a maximum penalty of 50% (this does not include possible point deductions for wrong answers/incomplete answers).  There will be a drop dead date for late work near the end of each quarter.  This is to encourage all students to complete each and every assignment regardless of any excuses.  

When students are absent, they are responsible for any and all notes, quizzes, and assignments given when they are absent.  If a student is absent, they will temporarily be given a 0% on all class-related work until they make it up.  If students are missing school work due to absences, the student must initiate contact with the teacher within 10 days to arrange a schedule for making up work. If the student missed a due date due to an unexcused absence, they may be given less credit.
Retest Procedures: students may re-test; however, the maximum allotted score to the new test will be an 84%.  If a student scores worse on the retest than the original, the original score will be used.  In order to re-test a student must first, fill out a re-test request form (this is the students’ responsibility) and second, attend two tutoring sessions with Mr. Arnesen prior to taking the re-test.  The re-test will consist of written response questions instead of multiple choice, but will cover the same content as the original test.
All rules outlined in the Ardrey Kell Student Handbook will be followed while the student is in class.  Any infraction of the handbook will be dealt with in the appropriate manner as stated in the handbook.

Most importantly, C204 will be a safe classroom for all students and staff members.  Students will treat their classmates and Mr. Arnesen with respect and courtesy.  In turn, you will receive the same treatment from Mr. Arnesen.  
Please fill out the following information via email to MY address:
sigurdj.arnesen@cms.k12.nc.us
Student Class Period: (ex. 1st Block)

Student Name:

Student Email (if applicable):

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Name(s):

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Email:

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Phone Number(s):
Comments/Questions:
***This information will be kept confidential and will only be used for the purposes of this class in the Fall of 2013 in order to stay in touch with parents.***
Student-Teacher-Parent Contract

Student Name:_________________________

I will do my best to ensure that I am on time to class, attentive in class and work hard after class.

I will be productive each class and respect my teacher when my teacher asks me to do something the FIRST time.

I will be polite to other students in my class and respect their views and/or opinions.

I am completely responsible and deserve the proper punishment of a zero and after school suspension if I am caught cheating.
I understand that the teacher reserves the right to check my notebook at any given time

I understand that the teacher reserves the right to alter this course and syllabus at any given time during the semester to ensure that state, county and class objectives are completed
I am aware that this contract is the second half of the first grade that I will receive in this class when I turn it in
I am aware that the teacher will give me all of the necessary information to pass this class and that the burden is on ME to actually pass it

I will be the best student that I can be.
Student Signature: 

_____________________________

I will give the students all of the necessary information that they need to pass this class
I will respect the students, their views and opinions, as well as their well being

I will work hard to get assignments, quizzes, tests graded as quickly as possible

I will openly communicate with my students to ensure that they are aware of all issues and problems that they may be facing as a student in this class whether they be behavioral, emotional, or class-related.  

I will be the best teacher that I can be. 

Teacher Signature: 
_____________________________
I will work hard to give my child all of the necessary resources to pass this class

I will help my child if he/she needs it
I understand that this can be a difficult course and that at times my child may struggle 

I understand that teaching is a profession and I will always contact the teacher in a professional manner when the need arises

I will be the best parent I can be.

Parent Signature: 
_____________________________
