Forrest Gump (1994)

Forrest Gump is the story of a man who grows up in Greenbow, Alabama. He is “not a smart man” but he does manage to live an incredible life and experience a great number of U.S. historical events between 1945 and 1982. The story also follows his relationship with Jenny, his childhood friend and the love of his life. Other important characters include Forrest's mama, Bubba, and Lieutenant Dan.

1. braces

2. let rooms out

3. miracle
4. co-ed

5. shrimping business

6. drill sargeant, lieutenant, general, private

7. “a lot to live up to”

8. nape (napalm)

9. bullet

10. destiny

11. cripple

12. cheat someone out of something

13. wounded

14. buttocks

15. V.A.

16. first mate

17. discharge papers

18. sea legs

19. whopper

20. be messed up

a) a lot to prove yourself equal to, high expectations

b) an idiom for being ready to travel in a boat

c) be unhealthy, mentally or physically

d) behind, more commonly known as “butt”

e) business catching and selling shrimp (karides)

f) destructive chemical used in the Vietnam War

g) documents stating you may leave the army

h) fate, what you are destined to do

i) insulting word for disabled

j) keramet

k) metal supports, i.e. for legs, teeth

l) person who assists the ship captain

m) positions in the army

n) rent rooms, as a boarding house

o) seriously hurt or injured

p) short for co-educational, meaning mixed gender

q) slang for a complicated lie

r) small piece of metal shot from a gun

s) take something from someone by trickery
t) veterans' association

Comparisons: How could you finish these comparisons? Listen for what is said in the film.

Life is like ____________________________.

His back is as crooked as ____________________.

I could run like _______________________.

Stupid is as ______________________.

Timeline: Below is a timeline of important events related to Forrest Gump's life, the time period, and the film. Fill in any missing information. 

1860's—Forrest's distant relative, Nathan Bedford Forrest, starts the Ku Klux Klan, a racist hate group. Forrest is named after him as a reminder that sometimes we all do things that “just don't make no sense.” 

1944—Forrest is born.

· Forrest meets “the King” and teaches him...

· On the bus to school,...

· A “miracle” happens when...

· Forrest and Jenny pray together in the field because...

· After that, Jenny...

· When a college recruiter sees Forrest running...

· Forrest meets President Kennedy and tells him...

June 1963—Alabama Governor George Wallace tries to stop desegregation by standing in front of the school door when two black students enroll at Alabama University. 

· After five years of playing football, Forrest...

· When an army recruiter hands him a brochure, Forrest decides to...

· On his first day (his “induction day”) in the army, he meets...

· Forrest fits into the army perfectly because...
1966—The United States enters the Vietnam War.

· Jenny...

· Forrest and Bubba...

· They meet their commanding officer, whose name is...

· When his platoon gets attacked, Forrest...

· While recovering in the hospital, Forrest learns...

· He gets to meet President Johnson because...

· While in Washington, DC...

· He gets invited onto a talk show in New York city and meets...

· Outside the studios of talk show, he runs into Lt. Dan. They celebrate the New Year together and Lt. Dan promises Forrest that...

· When he is invited back to Washington, DC, he meets president Nixon and stays in the Watergate hotel. That night he calls the front desk of the hotel to complain that...

1972—The famous Watergate Scandal happens. President Nixon, a republican, is caught sending people to search the offices of the democrats in the Watergate hotel. Nixon gets impeached.

· One day, while Forrest is practicing ping pong, he receives...

· He moves to Bayou La Batre, Alabama in order to...

· Lt. Dan...

1974—Hurricane Carmen (a terrible storm) hits Alabama and destroys much of the shrimping business.

· Bubba Gump Shrimp Company becomes successful because...

· Forrest goes home because...

· Lt. Dan invests Forrest's money in a “fruit company” called...

· Forrest gets a job (doing what?)...

· Jenny...

· Forrest asks…

· Forrest decides to...

1981—The first cases of HIV/AIDS are reported in the United States.

March 30, 1981—President Reagan is shot, but lives.

· Forrest receives...

· When Forrest goes to visit Jenny, he finds out that...

· Jenny asks...

· Forrest and Jenny...

· Jenny...

Discussion Questions:

· What do you think makes Forrest so successful in life? Give examples.

· Do you think Forrest makes a good role model? Why or why not?

· What do you think will happen after the film ends? Make some predictions.

· At the end of the film, Forrest says, “I don't if Mama was right or if it's Lieutenant Dan. I don't know if we each have a destiny or if we're all just floating around accidental-like, on a breeze. But I think maybe it's both. Maybe both are happening at the same time.” What do you think he means? Who do you think is right?

