The Muckrakers
Who were they? 


Upton Sinclair’s “The Jungle” was about 


Led to the passage of …


1. 



2. 


“History of the Standard Oil Company” – Ida Tarbell

1. Who is Tarbell referring to when she refers to “HE” throughout her essay? 


2. Why does Tarbell mention the South Improvement, Empire Transportation, and Tidewater Companies?  


3. What two excuses do people give when businessmen use unethical tactics?

4. What specific practical solution does she offer as a solution?


5. What else does she suggest to stop businesses from using unfair methods?

Origins of Progressivism

Problems that existed…

Early attempts

Progressivism:

	Muckraker (Author)
	Title of major work
	Problem Addressed
	Important Points
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The Muckrakers

Who were they? 


Upton Sinclair’s “The Jungle” was about 


Led to the passage of …


1. 



2. 


“The Bitter Cry of the Children” – John Spargo
1. What industry is John Spargo writing about? 


2. What did a “coal breaker” do? 


3. How much would boys earn a day? 


4. What are some of the dangers that the boys face? 


5. What are the jobs available to boys working in the mines? 


6. At what age can boys legally work in the mines in West Virginia? 


The Muckrakers

Who were they? 


Upton Sinclair’s “The Jungle” was about 


Led to the passage of …


1. 



2. 


“The Shame of the Cities” – Lincoln Steffens
1. How does the Philadelphia political machine compare to New York’s Tammany Hall?

2. Why does Steffens compare voters in Philadelphia to African Americans in the South? 

3. What fraud does Steffens uncover in voting? 


George Plunkitt’s Response
1. According to Plunkitt, what is the difference between honest graft and dishonest graft?

2. What does Plunkitt say is the difference between Philadelphia and Tammany Hall? 

The Muckrakers

Who were they? 


Upton Sinclair’s “The Jungle” was about 


Led to the passage of …


1. 



2. 


“How the Other Half Lives” – Jacob Riis

1. What is the ratio of churches to saloons in the tenement areas? 


2. How many families did Riis find that had asked for or received charity? 


3. What is “pauperism” (found in the 4th paragraph)? 


4. What two problems are behind “How the Other Half Lives”?

5. Why do some people say that the tenements of New York don’t look as bad as the poor areas of London? How does Riis counter this argument?


